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The fi rst in Rankin’s new series after Rebus and the 

predecessor to new book The Impossible Dead. 

Following DI Malcolm Fox, investigator for The 

Complaints (the cops who investigate other cops), 

this is an example of the author at his fi nest.

 

In the midst of an aggressive Edinburgh winter, 

Fox is given a new task. There’s a cop called Jamie 

Breck, and he’s dirty. Problem is, no one can prove 

it. But soon Fox learns that there’s more to Breck 

than anyone thinks.

Rankin’s fi rst book, introducing his most well-known creation, 
DI John Rebus. Two girls, brutally abducted and murdered 
have been followed by a third gone missing. Rebus is one of 
many policemen hunting the killer and taunted by his strange 
messages - knotted string and matchstick crosses - pieces of a 
puzzle only Rebus can solve.

Winner of the CWA Gold Dagger, this was Rankin’s breakout 
novel. Rebus is juggling four cases trying to nail one killer 
and he’s doing it under the scrutiny of an internal inquiry led 
by a man he has just accused of taking backhanders. Just 
one mistake is likely to mean an unpleasant death or, worse 
still, losing his job.

A standalone thriller of heists, double-crosses 
and the dark side to Edinburgh’s art scene. A 
great introduction to Rankin’s writing if you 
don’t want to read an entire series.
 
Mike Mackenzie is a self-made man with too 
much time on his hands and a bit of the devil in 
his soul. He is looking for something to liven up 
the days and settles on a plot to rip off  one of 
the most high-profi le targets in the capital – the 
National Gallery of Scotland.

Available on both iPhone and Android, Ian Rankin’s 
Edinburgh is a personal guided tour of the city that 
inspires the bestselling author’s writing. This free-
to-download app is perfect for fans, visitors and 
the curious; either to be used directly in Edinburgh 
or at home as a complement to Ian’s novels. 

Ian Rankin’s Edinburgh App

Malcolm Fox - fi rst seen in 

The Complaints - is back 

with his team from Internal 

Aff airs. They’ve been sent to 

Fife to investigate whether 

cops covered up for a corrupt 

colleague. But the simple job is 

complicated by a brutal murder, 

leading Fox back to 1985, a year 

of turmoil when terrorists intent 

on a split between Scotland 

and the rest of the UK were 

becoming brazen. Fox must work 

against the clock to fi nd the 

truth in the fi ght of his life.

Chris White

Waterstone’s Fiction Team

Celebrated as one of the UK’s most successful authors, bestseller Ian Rankin is one of the top names in crime fi ction. Setting his books 

in and around Edinburgh, Rankin peels away the tourist veneer of Scotland’s capital to reveal the dark underbelly beneath with stories 

that touch upon every layer of its social strata, from illegal immigrants squatting in the tenements to corruption in the highest seats of 

power. Multi-award-winning and immensely prolifi c, there’s little disputing that Ian Rankin is one of crime writing’s must-read authors.
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